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MINUTES OF THE THIRD GENERAL SYNOD 


oF THE 


EVAN. LUTH. CHURCH, &e. 


Tnx Clergy and Lay-delegates, elected by the several 
Synods, as members of the Evangelical Lutheran General 
ynod, assembled in the Lutheran Chureh, on Sunday, at 10 
felock, when, aſter svuitable Addresses, the Church was $0+- 
lemnly consecrated to the service of the Triunne God. The 
words Supper was then administered to the Clergy and Lay- 
nembers, present. The Rey, G. Snober preached in the 
afternoon, and the Rev. B. KeLLer at candlelight. 


Monday, Nov. T—9 o'clock, A. M. 

The Session was opened by singing-a Hymn, and Prayer 
o the great Shepherd of Souls, 

The Rev. President Dr. Kurtz then called for the creden- 
tials of those who were in attendance, from which it appeared 
hat the following brethren were entifled to seats, as regular 
delegates from the different Synods. 


Rev. RoTHRAUF, i Mr. Herscn, 
« JI. Henssr, PENNSELVANIA * Kervxs, 
«&  :KuLLER, Y "5 OY WELL 


TRev. G. Sore, From the Synod of Mr. P. HaueTmax, 
« M, WarTteR, $ North Carolina. * Keck. 


TRev. D. F. Scuzryes, ) From Mary- ) Mr. J Harry, 
+ B. KunrTz, land and « J Ererr, 
« $.8.SenmrckeR ) Pirginia. *% C. ManTz. 
The Syno( now proceeded to the choice of its Officers, 
upon which it appeared that the following persons were 


elected, viz: | 
Rer. G, SHLOBER, Prevident 
 D.F. SCHAEFFER, A. IM. Secretory. 
©. A. BARNITZ, BSQ. Treavvwrer, 
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Dr. Schmucker, from which jt appeared that the vessel b 
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The Rev. Dr. Kurtz, Chairman of the Committee!of Fo 
eign Correspondence, read a most integpgsting and Jenygth 
Letter, received from the Rev. Dr. Pla 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign Correspondene 
present the thanks of this Synod to the Rey. Dr. Plank, fo 
his interesting communication, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Foreign Correspondenc x1 
be a Standing Committee, and that the members thereof cor 


ty 1 
tinue in office, until otherwise directed by a resolution © duty 8 
them | 

this Synod. 


Rev. Dx KURTZ, Dx SCHMUCKER, and Rev Minis! 
J. HERBST, were appointed. Res 


The Secretary read an interesting Letter from the Rerf,en:; 
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which he was to receive answers, to Letters written by bu 
to Europe, was lost on the Northern Coaxt of Ireland. 

Resolved, That Rev. B. Kurtz, J Herbst, and S. S. Schmuck 
er, be a Committee to examine avd report to this Synod, t 
most prominent Subjects contained jn the Letter of Þ 


Plank. 
Afternoon—3 o'clock, 
Committees were appointed to examine the Minutes 6 of if 
the severa] Synods—and it was Resolved, that they repo us 
thereon as early As pos5ible, think 
The Committee to examine the Letter of Dr. Plank, mad! the Cc: 
report. Upon which it was Ordercd, that Rev. J. Herbst an( r2Spo 
S. S. Schmucker furnish the Secretary, as early as practicay 5. 
ble, after the $ess1on of this Synod, with a translation of saifPastc 
Letter ; and that the whole, or 8uUch part as may be deeme@C ith 
most interesting, be printed as an Appendix to the Minutegwpp: 
of this Synod. 4. 


Rezolved, That 500 copies be printed in the German, anfors, 
1000 in the English language. Nee ! 

Rev. B. Kurtz read a Memorial, from iT P. Rowles, where chic! 
upon Rev. Messrs. B. Kurtz,'J. Herbst, 8. S. Schmucker. anEnanr 
Messrs. Hersch and Harry, were appointed a Committee dent b 
examine its conteyts more wigutely, and to propose the mathquot: 
nef'of disposing of it. me. 

Resolved, That Rey. B. Kurtz, J. Herbst, S. 8. Schmucketrl. 5. 
B. Keller, and Messrs. Harry and Hauptman; be a Committe@ecte 
to prepare'a plan, for the' establishment of a Theologicaffor « 
Seminary, and that they govern themse]ves by: the instrugeont) 
tions'which shall be given-by this Synod.- hic 


The Synod having offered instructions to the Committees 1000 
adjourned. wang 


Prayer. 6. 
— The Rev. ms B. Kurtz ; preached at fanMelight. bfter 


Tueszduy Mornings 
W Prayers 

The Committee appointed to propose a plan for. the esta- 
W\ichment of a Theological Seminary, made their report, and 


- 


Maſter having been discussed and amended, was adopted, ay 


follows, viz : 


WHEREAS, The General Synod regard it as a solemn 
duty imposed on them by their Constitution, and due fron 

them to their God and to the Church, to provide for the pro- 
Eper education of men of piety and talents, for the Gospe] 
WE yinistry :—Therefore, 


Resolved, 1. That the General Synod will forthwith com- 
Imence, in the name of the Triune God, and in humble reli- 
Vance on his aid, the establishment of a Theological Seminary, 
Wwhich $hall be exclusively devoted to the glory of our Divine 
Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 
cb And that in this Seminary $shall be tanght, in the German and 
MEnglish languages, the ſundamenta] doctrines of the Sacred 
J Seriptures, as contained in the Augsburg Confession. 


2, That this Institution shall be under the «ole government 
of a Board of Directors, which shall regularly meet semi- 
annually, and as often at intermediate times as they may 
think expedient. This Board are not, in any respect, under 
.44'be controul of the General Synod; but each member IS 
r2sponsible, individually, to the Synod by which be is elected, 


3. That this Board consist of Five Directors, viz: three 
zastors and two Laymen from each Synod, which 1s connected 
ith the General Synod, and contributes pecuntary aid to the 
vpport of the Seminary. 


4. That the General Synod elect the first Board of Direc- 
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 Fice $hall be determined by their respective Synods; after 
ich, the several Synods shall elect their Directors in such 


anner, and for such time, as may be deemed most expedi- 
nt by themselves : provided, always, that one half of their 


er 
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ime. | 

kerſ. 5. That after the aggregate sum-of $10,000-has been col- 
Heflected, each Synod hall be entitled to an additional Director, 
ical 


pr every five hundred dollars which it may subsequently 

ontribute, until its number of Directors shall be Nine; after 

hich it sball be entitled to an additional Director for every 

tteqp000 dollars, until its number of Directors amounts to four- 
en. \ 

6. That a Proſessor $hall be elected by the General Synod, 

Þfter which the Board of Directors $hall forever bave the 


ruc 


96+. 


ors, agreeably to the preceding arlicle, whose term of $ser- 


Juota of Directors vacate their seats at one and the 8ame 
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exelnsive authority of electing additional Proſeszors, an 
filling up all yacancies. 

7. Auy Protessor may be impeached, at any time, for funs 
damental error in doctrine, immorality of deportment, inat 
tention to the duties of his office, or incapacity to dischargg _R 
them ; and, if found guilty, may be dismissed from office, by Mar 
two-thirds of the Directors present : provided, always, that a R 
motion for impeachment be made at one semi-annual meet- 
ing, and he over, for consideration, until the next ; and that 
the Secretary of the Board of Directors, be required to give 
written notice to every Director absent from said meeting, 
within four weeks after the meeting, at "which $uch motion 
was made. 

8, That the Board of Directors shall frame a Constitutior 
in consonance with the principles fixed by the General Sy- 
nod; and may, from time to time, form such By-Laws asf 
they may deem expedient, and as are in accordance with the 
Constitution. 

9. Any alteration in the Constitution of the Seminary, o 
any election for a Professor, must be proposed at one semi- 
annual meeting of the Board, and cannot be acted on before 
the next semi-annual meeting. A fair copy of every 8uch 
proposed measure, Shall be forwarded to each Director, whoſſ 


may have been absent from said meeting, whose yote mus Th 

be ge_—— whether by proxy or by letter. oint 

. The Directors are responsible for their conduct to theff®"© 

RW er Synods, by whom they were elected, and may be dent 

removed for such causes, and in such manner, as said Synod; 1 
Shall speciſy. 

11. The Board of Directors shall establish a Treasury, into £nn 


which all contributions and bequest for the Theological Sem 
inary $hall be paid, and said Board $hall have the 8ole con 
troul of the Treasury. ort] 


Resolved. That Agents be sent throughout the Unitec 
States, by the Officers of the General Synod, to solicit contri 
butions, for the support of the Seminary ; that it be earnestly 
recommended to the Ministers of our several Synods to affore 
8aid agents every possible aid, and that the Board of Direc 
tors-pay-the-necessary expenses-of-such-agents. 


THE FOLLOWING AGENTS WERE APPOINTED 
_ BY THE SYNOD: 


Rev. Dr. Lockmen, Dr. Endress, Dr. Muklenberg, and Rey 
Mr. Demme, tor the Synod of East Pennsylvania. 
Rev. "Jr. Schmucker, Rev. J Herbst and B. Keller, for Wesff 
Pennsylvania. 
Rev. Mr. Stanch, and Rev. J. Steck, Ohio and Indiana: 
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Rev. Dr. P. Mayer, Rev. Messrs. Gaisenheiner, F, C. Sche fe 
er, and Lintner, for the Synod of New York. 

S. 5. Schmuc ker, for Philadelphia and the Eastern States, 

Rev. Messrs. 4. Reck, Meyerheffer and Krauth, for Virginia. 
"| Rev. Messrs. B. Kurtz, H. Graber, Rotkrauff aud Lilthe, fox 
o Maryland. 
| Rey, W. Jenkins, for Tennessee. 

" Rev. Messrs. J. Sherer, and J, Reck, for North Carolina, 

on Rev. Messrs. Bachman and Dreher, for South Carolina. 
Resolred, That Rev. Mr. Heyer be a delegate to meet the 
bb Synod of Ohio, and that he invite said Synod to renew their 
Konnexion with the General Synod. 

Resolved, That an Agent, furnished with ample testimo- 
wials by the President and Secretary 'of the General Synod, 
de forthwith sent to Europe, to solicit contributions of money 
"Sid books, for the benefit of the Seminary; and that our 
zeloved and reyerend brother Benjamin Kurtz be this agent, 
Phat it shall be the duty of the Officers of the General Synod 
$o supply his Congregations with a $uitable Minister until his 
turn, and that all the necessary expenses of this mission be 
"aid by the Board of Directors. 

Re80lved, That Rev. Messrs. S. S. Schmucker, Herbst, and 
Weller, prepare djreetions for the several agents. 

The Rey. Messrs. Rothrauff and J. Medtart, bave been ap- 
Pointed to take charge of the Congregations now under the 
are of the Rev. B. Kurtz, during his absence, which appoint» 
; ent has been accepted by thenz. 


odd The following persens were appointed Directors of the 

: Seminary. 

inte ennsylvania—Dr. G. Schmucker, Rev. Messrs. d. Herbst, and 
em B. Keller—P. Smyser, of York, and Jacob Young, of 
Con | Carlisle, | 

orth Carolina—Rev. Messrs. G. Shober, Storch, and $d; 

Walter—Col. Berriager, aud Wm. Keck, 'Exq. of 
_..__ Guilford county. 
laryland—Pr. Kurtz, Rev: B. Kurtz, Rev. C. P. Krauth— 
$__ Mr. J. Harry, and Mr. C. Mantz. 
| J Adjourned, alter prayer bad been offered, to 3 o'clock. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 
\Prayer. 


Regolved, That the: Seminary $hall be located in such place: 
Shall, at the close of three months, offer the greatest ae 
? ages. 
| Revolved, That one Professor be now chosen. 
1 The Synod then proceeded to ballot for a Professor, when 
appeared that the Rev. $. S. Schmucker was erg | 


on 
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The Rev. S. S. Schuaucker being waited on by a Committee, 3 
informing him of his election, declared his acceptance, which my 
was reported to the Synod. w 

Regsolved, That the Professor be furnished with a dwelling, was 
and a $alary of five hundred dollars, for the current year;{=* 
and that the Board of Directors fix his salary thereafter. * eu 

Resolved, That the Directors meet on the first Wednesday - h 
in March, 4. D. 1826, at Hagerstown, to decide at which wo 
place the Seminary shall be located, and to make all such bom 

boun 


arrangements as they may deem expedient. ] 

Resolved, That five Ministers and two Lay-men $hall al 
all times form a quorum to transact atiy business, connectet 
with, or in reference to, the seminary. 

Rezolbed, That the Professor elect; prepare a Constitutionl; 
and svbmit it to the board of directors, at their meeting is, 
March. : | rtic 

Resolved, That the directors be requested, in due time, tai 
apyly for an act of Incorporation. | HO 

Resolved, That it be proposed to the different Synods in” p, 
connexion with the General Synod, to strike out in the pre 
amble to the Constitution of the General Synod, the word iy: 
& Anya nine e's pk . - 66 a 

no Special regulations,” arid to insert in lieu thereof, © ag 
entire specific directory for government and diseipline.” , | 

Resolved, That Rev. Messrs. Secretary, Schnucker an; 
Herbst, be a committee to prepare a Pastoral Letter, and inq. 
Sert in it such extracts from the Minutes of the several Synod 
as they may deem interesting to our people. 

After prayer, the Synod adjourned. | 

Divine service was performed, at candlelight, by the Rey 
$. S. Schmudtker. 


Wednesday Morning, 9 o'clock, A. M. 

Rev. B. Kurtz, Chairman of the Committee to whom waſh 
referred the Memorial of Mr, W. P. Rowles was referred” 
reported as follows — | 

1. This Synod regards, with great pleasure, the sentimenth 
ef attachment fo our Church, contained in the Memorial off 
Mr Rowles, and are nleased to find him so desirous to emy ' 
ploy his talents and infl1ence m its behalf : that they congsidet 
the project he has in view, important and laudable, and wel, 
worthy of secrous attention 

2 'That we will cheerfully encourage the 8ale of an ablq 
and accurate Hivtory of our Church. That it be hereby re 

Rowles to keep his object in view, an 

to collect materials whilst he is continuing bis Theologica 
$tudies. That, when the work sball have been completed, thi 
Synod will appoint a committee to examine and report on 
its merits. , 
The report was adopted uuanimously. 
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| Rexolved, That the $ubseri ption books of the Agents, ap+ 


| ted'b ay ti Sncd to collect monies for the rt of 
b Tram (/ be headed as follows, viz :— Ys. 


WY 6 whoel promise to pay unto” in 

2 trust_ or the Evangelical Lutheran Seminary, the sum or 

Mums annexed to our respective names, in five equal annual 

g hnenthy to be paid on or before the first day of May io 
each year. 

! Revolved, That it be the duty of the Agents to proceed 

from | rs: to house, before March next, and enter into a 
bound book, the name of each subscriber, with the sum 2ub- 
"\scribed. 

Rezolved, That Dr. Sckmucker, Rev. G. Shober, B. Keller, 

KS. 5. Schmuoker, and C. P. Krauth, be a committee to pre- 

a Hymn-Book, Liturgy, and a collection of Prayers, in 

be Englich language, for the use of our Church, adbering 

rich to the New York Hymn-Book, and German Lit- 

rey of Pennsylvania, as their guides ; and that they report 
ereon to the next General Synod. 

Mecolecd, That Rev. G. Shober, D. F. Schaeffer, and S. $. 
lancer be a committee to publish, forthwith, on the part 
f this Synod, the translation of Dr. Martin Lutber's Smaller 

chiem, offered to this Synod by a committee appointed 
I last Synod for said purpose; and that the publishing 
ommittee make a contract, for pr.ating this translation, with 

leh printer as shall offer the most favorable terms. 

* Rexolved, That any omission of business, which was to 

ave been acted upon, or aby indispensible correction or al- 
bps to give force to the resolutions aforesaid, be sub- 

vitted to the conscientious decision of the officers. 

Resolved, That this Synod adjourn to the fourth Sunday in 
dctober, A. D. 1827, and meet at such place where the Nas 

nary $hall be located, 

"The Brethren then, on. bended knees, united with their 

teverend President in prayer ; and, after singing a Hymn, 

bey bid each other an affectionate adieu. 


Attest, | 
 » DAVIDF. SCHAFFER, A.M. 
| | Ye eret ary, 
--Þ: "Here the agent must rent must insert his name. 
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GENERAL SYNOD, 

__ To THE | 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH Þ* 


IN THE 


UNTTED STATES. 
———— {0 


EMinis! 
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Vtheir | 
Kcause 


| | : i] recom 
The Genzrar SyNop to the Members of the Evangelicaipener; 


Lutheran Church : Grace be unto _you, and peace from Golf 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. In the kind 
providence of our merciful God, we have again had the pleas; 
sure of meeting in General Synod, and engaging in ſraternalſts 
consultation about the high interests of the Redeemer”'s kingſha 
dom. Our cation, at this meeting, has been enhanceWhe 
by the presence of a delegation from the Synod of Weial 
Pennsylvania, and the reception of that numerous and ime 
portant body into the connexion of the General Synod ; affyhi 
well as by a variety of other circumstances, all tending ta .. 
ove, that the prejudices, which had existed against thigh. 
y, are rapidly subsiding; and that a few years more will. 
present to the Christian eye, the pleasing spectacle of tht” 
whole Lutheran Church, in the United States, joined togethbalf; 
by the mild, yet salutary, bond of this Advisory Council... 
During tbe five years of the existence of the General SynoW;:. 
she bas given full evidence of the exceMlence of her cons; ;; 
tution, of the fraternal spirit which actuates her coungsels, ane _ ? 
of the happy results which the friends of Lutheranism may” 
anticipate from her future operations. Against the dangey” 
of encroachment on 'the rights of the individual Synods, ng” 


other security was requisite, to the enlighteped mind, beyonF® * 


the structure of her Constitution, and the principles on whic? *% 
it was founded ; and to those who, though filled' with prejuſi'*- 
dices, were, nevertheless, willing to be better informed of thif*'© 
measures which have emanated 'from the General Syno('*) 
 $eem to have given general satisfaction. Pre 
The Genera] Synod are happy in being able to represenF® 
the situation of all the end Oybcds of our Church as tru 


prozperour, 


Il 


Taz Srxop oy New York, aud the adjoining states, con- 
Rui to evince that enlightened zeal for the extension of 
by which she has heretofore been disti 
| rgetic measures, the brotbren of this 
$$yn0d are rapidly establishis os Churches throughout that vast 
wing State; and the eneral Synod regard, with par- 
Eticular pleasure, the rising fame of Hartwick Seminary, 
, | Ronny they are happy to learn, continues to afford equal evi- 
ence, of the distinguished abilities of its reverend principal, 
and of the enlightened zeal of the Synod, whose particular 
Epatronage it en 00's 
" 'The Synod of East Pennsylvania now consists of about fiſty 
linisters, whose parochial reports afford abundant evidence 
; if their activity, and of the extension of our Church withia 
AFibeir borders. Much has been done by this Synod in the 
Recause of domestic missions, and the General Synod would 
, commend their example to the imitation of the Synods 
gh From the statements of some members of this 
wk who were present at their last meeting, we learn, that 
those few congregations which were oppose to the General 
q b) = and on whose account the Clergy deemed it prudent 
a Capyns for a $eason, their connexion with this body, 
ad, in a great measure, become convinced of their error; 
that the inisters $till retained their attachment to the Gene- 
ral eras and that we may expect s0on to see them resume 
jeir connexion with an institution, among the founders of 


; ich they held a distinguished rank. 


i "Tux Synop of WesrT PENNSYLYANIA, held their first regu+ 
s. + meeting at Chambersburgh, in September last; on which 


i 


2n a constitution was adopted, and a rezolution unani- 
jously passed to send delegates to the General Synod, and 
0 enter into permanent connexion with said body. The 
zmber of Ministers now belonging to this Synod is. about 
irty, and from their knawa zeal and deyotedness/ to the 
* it may be confidently expected that this will prove one 
f our most active and effcient Synads, 
ma 
_ &T i8 SynoD or MarvYLanD ano YirGINia has increased in 
ol umber, 50 as to be entitled, agreeably to.the-Conttitution of 
.onf Savaral Sppore three Clerical apd three Lay delegates 
hie & Phot bod ger adopted general prigciples, rela- 
" faxs at; OT minary, which wy instrueted their 
&. 4 pas oy we hy body, and which paved the 
my the important and extensive m — 
eceding minutes... Qccasional : ial canfe canferences are beld 
cops this Synod, as well as in ow and the General Sy- 
if T.. cannot but reg pleasurs the zeal and activity 
Fanifested by the — of this oa 
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T:zn Synop oy Omo continues to increase in Ministers an(ff-In- 
churcbes. | Although the bretbren of this Synud bad electe@ubje 
delegates to the last General Synod, no representation waipress« 
present at the present session. Whether. or not delegatehat t 
were elected and prevented from attending, this body bas ndferror 
been informed. In the known piety and devotedness of thifhhe li 
Synod, the General Synod find an ample pledge that its mew ; 
bers wil not ultimately abandon an institution which is 80 neſifituti 
cess8ary to the harmony and Ts of our church, and whiclertai 
alone can enable the individual Synods svecessfully to profilfites | 
vide for the future welfare of the churches committed (Waine 
their charge. * Þever 


Synop oy NorTH Canotina appears to be laboring wit Conf, 
unremitted zeal. As the calls for mis$ienary labour, addrea* lud 
ed to this Synod, were $0 numerous, three of the locate(J*9 io 
pastors spent a portion of the past year in extensive journey®* fe 
to visit distant brethren, and break unto them the bread of@ Pre 
life. - From the minutes of their last session, it appears tha lon 
the opposition of certain congregations against the Genera On 
Synod 1s rapidly -9t,2h and that some of them have maQGene 
appheation to be received into connexion with this body. Iifemin: 
these events the General Synod sees another evidence addeQjar 
to the long catalogue of proofs, that though some of our'mew 
bers, who live remote from the sources of authentic informaſeig 
tion, may, for a while, be led astray by the misrepresentagatt 
tions of ignorant and designing men, the truth will at last ble 
victorious, and the work of God eventually commend itselwi 
te the conscience of every honest man, | "2434 


Tax Syxop oy SovTH CanoLing was organized in Januey®* 
ry, 1824, and the Augsburg confession adopted as the stang 
ard of the doctrines to be believed and taught by its men*vz 
bers. In the latter part of the same year, another meeting®* t 
was held, at which time the number of ministers, connecteſſ® 5 
with this Synod, amounted to ten. From the report of F ©*P. 
committee appointed to inquire into the state of our congreſſeatior 
gations in that section of the country, it appears that thetfunior 
are twenty-four Lutheran Churches in South Carolina, twied St 
in Georgia, and some lmparſoolly organized, in Alabamiheen 
The necessity of missionary labour, within the beunds of thifwhic| 
Synod, is sepsibly felt; and from the zeal and devotedneſſWecei 
hitherto evinced by these brethren, there is reason to expeQutmo 
that much will be done for the welfare of Zion. The men{Unite 
bers of this Synod were formerly, attached to the Synod FEuro 
North Carolina, and were induced by the increase of thelffutur 
churches, and the great distance from the usual places fthe.C 


meeting, to establigh a new Synod. 
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In-the Pastoral Address of the last General Sy nod, on the 

ubject of the Txxxesszr ConFERENCE, the baps Was eX- 

sed that time and reflection would convince its members 

| their opposition to the General Synod was founded on 

rror. Since then we have had the pleasure of hearing from 

& lips of several of their oldest and most respected mem- 

rs, that they now regard the General Synod as a useſul in- 

itution, and highly disapprove of the turbulent conduct of a 

ertain member of that conference, who, agreeably to the 

tes of the Lutheran Church, has never been lawfully or- 

dained. | Indeed, we have beard, from the same $ource, that 

zeveral of the members have pledged themselves to leave the 

ill Conference if they cannot succeed in having the individual 

aMalluded to expelled. One of its ministers has already return- 

eied to the North Carolina Synod; and, it is expected, that of 
few who remain, those that are conscientiously labourin 


Popromots the welfare of the Lutheran Church, will ere long, 
llow the example. 


- On the subject of the state of our Church in Euprope, the 
zeneral Synod have received an interesting letter from the 
q* minent and learned G. J. Plank, D. D. "Conxistorialrath 
1 Professor of Theology, in the University of Goettin mw 
hich, whilst it evinces the utility of the committee of 

geigr Correspondence, extabliched by the last General Synod, 
j þ attords an interesting and condensed view of the state of our 
geburch in Germany. As the whole of this interesting letter 
ml be laid before the public in the Evangelical Lutheran 

| Intelligencer, shortly to be published under the direction of 
he So of Maryland and Virginia, we sball merely advert 
w items of which it treats. It cannot fail to be grati- 
ing to the friends of the General Synod, to hear the opin- 


yy this distinguished man gives in fayour of this institution, 
fl 1 þ 3uch emphatic terms. 


. | 4Permit me (says Dr. Plank,) to acknowledge the gratifi- 
zregeation with which'l pe eo account of the plan for the 
| U pion of all the Evan Lutheran Churches in the Unit- 

d States into one oeal Synod, which bas already, in part, 
=L o ; and tg express the pleasing anticipations 

it bas excited j in my mind. If my expectations do not 

ceive me, the consequences of this union may prove of the 
utmost importance, not only to the Lutheran Church in the 

United States, but -also to our Church at large, even in the 
q | vropean world.” And again speaking of the effects which 
hefſh U ture political revolutions of Europe will probable exert on 
«7 .Church, this vene man say8—*Neyertheless, in view 

f thees consequenicer, I meld myself to the pleasing expec- 
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tation, that the general union of your churches, which hall: 
been $0 happily commenced, will continue to pro>per an; 
form a united body,” a rallying point ſor the Eyangelical ſeelf5. 
ings and exertions of the church, *The prudence, the wil... 
dom, and the mild determination, which have characterized thil7 
commencement and progress of the work, at least atlord anc. 
e Security for the nature of its effects ; and, in an undertakd;.;.... 
ang in which we have engaged for the sake of the Rederli- 
mer's kingdom, and with a view to the advancement of its in 
terest, we may always calculate' on the gracious aid of ow: 
Lord himself, to whom no obstacle is insurmountable.” Whalff6 
adds peculiar weight to this testimony, and ought to insure 
no «mall influence on the minds of those who have doubted thy 
utility of our Gen. Synod, is that Dr. Planck has made the hi 
tory and government of the Christian Church his peculi 
study through life; that he is conſessedly one of the. first-ec 
Clesiastical historians of the age, and therefore ought to | 
well qualified to judge of the effects of such an institutic 


Concerning the Government of our churches, Dr. Planck 
remarks—*In the Protestant provinces of Germany, ot 
churches have generally retained the organization which wa 
adopted at the time of the Reformation, Aud as this organif*** 
zation, in some instances, was influenced by local circum 
stances, and was not the result of a settled plan, some diver 
8ity of external structure was naturally introduced. Never 
theless, it is easy to perceive the uniformity of the principles 
from which, under different circumstances, this diversity wal 
deduced.” He records it as'one of the peculiar traits, byg**25u 
which the present state of our church in Germany is disting®xe 
guished, that there is not only a decided increase of true pieſ*ent « 
ty and activity in the eause of Missionary, and Bible, an{Þ*" t! 
Tract, and other charitable and benevolent Societies, but aif9*t ol 
increased attachment to the church of Christ as a visible bo{® acc 
dy, and a higher estimate of the privilege of membership iF%® 2 
the church. In those churches, which, by the recent politiy9ur ! 
eal changes of Europe, were brought under the jurisdiction age, Y 
the Catholic Government of Bavaria, an attempt has beenfÞpor 
made to do away the former Consistorial government, and ta ct, 
organize -the- chureh on principles $s:milar to those of oung*oun 
church in this country, and; of the Pregbyterian church au 
large. + | | oo. tt 2k ad | 
__ As the recent revolutions of Euyope stripped the Romatſh” 
bierarchy of two thirds of her possessions, which were seclt life 
larized for the benefit of protestant princes, sbe is making... 
renewed exertions to regain her lost ground, and this has prog... 
duced an unhappy and reciprocal spirit. of animosity ang, 
proselytism Hoth in that church and in our own. On the ott 
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hand, that sectarian spirit, which had $ubsisted botween the 

ders of the Reformed and Lutheran Churebes, bas in 

wh yanished, ant a union between the two churches 

en effected, throughout the Prugsian monarehy, in the Hes» 

in territories and in those of Nassau, in the tant and 

Baden. On the whole, it appears that our church. in 

nany is improving in zeal for the Redeemer; that infi- 

te de "It is avowed less presumptuously, and opposed more tri- 
antly, than has of late years been the case, 


"To the Great Head of the Church ; to the eternal Son of 
God, we would ascribe honour, praise, and gratitude, that he 
has not left nor forsaken his church ; that he 1s the same 
Jod unto us as he was to our fathers, and that our. bearts 

ﬆ6}} gladdened by the light of bis countenance, and our 
ouls elated by the joys of his salvation. 


In conc]asion, the Gen. Syn. would, in fery words, call the 
tention of the churches to the important measures which 
re been adopted relative to a Theological Seminary.— 
thren! we have sketched out for you the plan of sueh 
g institution ; we bave chosen, as its basis, the same prin- 
iples which have $sustained our church quring three hun- 
Ired years ; the same holy principles which bave sustained 
Ki istianity, since the days of the Apostles. Knowing that 
Mother foundation can no man lay, than that which is laid,” 
Fre have founded this institution on the rock Christ ; and 
ow we call on you to build it up into an edifice, which shall 
l» honour to the liberality of your hearts, to make it com- 
pensurate with the wants of-our extended chureh, and to 
e it an important and efficient engine in the adyance- 
ent of the mediatorial reign of your Redeemer. Remem» 
er, that all your possessions are but tatents lent you, and 
hat of the use which you make of them, you must render 
Yaccouat. Remember, that the interests of Christ's king- 
are your interests ; that the advancement of them is 
wr highest duty ; tbat, if you have done Hut little hereto- 
2, you bave not done what you were bound to do. An 
el Sp: prtunity 15 now given you to make amends for past ne- 
ect, and to discharge your present duty. Cast your eyes 
roun 1-y0u,-upon-the waste places of our Zion. 'See her 
irouded in mourning, and bewaling ber destitute condition. 
*% | ear the z#ice of her s0ns and daughters, at every Session 
oF! our difterent Synods, imploring spirituat we 2 lng for 
| Or oo rorenger of the gospel, to break uuto th the bread 
ey and teach them the way to Heaven. Think, too, that 
zr opportunity of giving a portion of your substance to the 
may -.s00n be closed by death ; and then ask your own 
ancjence—obal I'sit $til) and do vothing * ? Shall [ refuss 
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